OUR DREAM

Self propagating transformation as the normal function of the church.
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DISTRIBUTION
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elements of the problem / elements of the solution
• Trauma and addictions change our identities; therefore the
solution must also change identities.
• Trauma self-propagates; therefore the solution must selfpropagate.
• Trauma blocks the development of maturity and character;
therefore the solution must restore maturity and Godly character.
• Trauma encourages people to reject others, therefore the
solution must create belonging.
• Trauma and addictions spread without needing education;
although the solution should be based on the best science,
it should not require a Western education or medical model.
• Violence and terrorism traumatize whole groups at once; therefore the solution must heal whole groups at once.

• All human cultures, races and ethnicities have the same nervous systems and the same spiritual needs.
A solution based on solid neurology and Biblical spirituality
would be a solution as universal as the causes for trauma.
• The recovery model must be high-tech design with a low-tech
implementation.
• Abuse usually spreads through unhealthy relationships. The 19
relational brain skills, taught through THRIVE materials in bonded relationships, train and encourage people towards joyful
relating.
• The identities formed by the solution must match God’s design
for us.

The Life Model shows promise as a solution that is both high-tech in its foundations and low-tech in its implementation that ordinary
Christians without specialized education can use. Elements have already been shown to work in groups and the results demonstrate selfpropagation. The remaining elements exist conceptually in the minds of an aging but devoted group at Life Model Works. While self-propagating
healing is easier to do through the Immanuel Process, self- propagating relational skills are not as easy to transfer. The relational skills take
community, bonded relationships and time. Along with healing and improved relationships, Life Model Works staff believes this same model
and the skills it teaches, could reduce, and even prevent, some trauma and addiction.

history of development
1971

Shepherd’s House Inc. is founded with the primary purpose of using Christian counseling principles to
help people with their emotional and spiritual needs.

1980s

Shepherd’s House provides nearly 1,200 monthly counseling appointments with women who had been sexually abused as children.

1990s

Insurance industry calculated the cost for recovery of one sexually abused child to be $15 million. Realizing a
more affordable solution is needed, Counselor Jane Willard introduces healing prayer. Through these changes the Shepherd’s House staff began developing a new model that came to be called the Life Model.

2002

Shepherd’s House staff identifies nineteen relational brain skills. The team developed ways for ordinary people to identify lacking skills and train others in these brain skills.

2008

Shepherd’s House works with Dr. Karl Lehman of Chicago to develop the Immanuel Prayer Process, combining healing prayer and cutting-edge neuroscience and to facilitate trauma resolution in large-group settings.
Initial tests in Colombia and Sri Lanka yield positive outcomes for self-propagating recovery. Further testing
and research awaits funding.

2009

Ed Khouri & Jim Wilder develop a trauma-&-addiction recovery program called Thriving: Recover Your Life.
Thriving serves as a test program for self-propagating recovery as a normal function of the local church.

2011

Shepherd’s House recently celebrated 40 years of helping people thrive.

2012

Forming (for the strong) is added to Restarting (for the weak). Belonging runs after Forming and Restarting
and brings the weak and the strong together, an essential ingredient for the transformation zone.Further
development awaits additional funding.

2013

Joy Starts Here: the transformation zone is published. Together with Connexus (Restarting, Forming and
Belonging) and Thrive, this provides a complete solution for churches to create the transformation zone.
Shepherd’s House begins operating as Life Model Works.
...

OUR HOPE
Our hope is to develop, test and then distribute this technology to as many existing
networks as possible. We are planting seeds that will change whole cultures, alter
generational heritages and equip people with the skills they need to thrive.
Would you like to dream with us and get involved with Life Model Works to see
self-propagating recovery become an everyday function of the church?
Your support through prayer, finances and action is vital to making this dream a
reality. For more information please contact:
Jim Martini, CEO
818-996-1021 // jimmartini@lifemodelworks.org // www.lifemodelworks.org

support us with your gift
joystartshere.com/donations

